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(Claim 1) 

V method oi acquaint maiket lemons, uvupn-irm the step* of 

exacting item a tat get mwjx coio. nurket iej. ons (MY,,iU \\\ ( f (k i) each na\ mg a 
number oi pixels, nimb ate umfoi-n m tenius ol oolm uot less than a ptoeetenutned 
threshold: ' 

e\ttactim\ hmn the tat^et mia.<e bughtne:^ matkei te^ion^ AEC,(k), MCo(kJ) each 
having a number of pt^ eh which ate umtmm m leims ot bu^hmess, not less than a 
predetermined thresho id : 

deteimnnng ovetiap between the coin ntaikei regions and the bughtsiess matker 
regions: 

tdctuiivmg oveiiap tegfoiit. between the colot timber teutons and {Ik brightness market 
temons eav.li has me a numbet of pixels tjot less than a pretermitted rhteshold a- ntatkei 
regions: and 

ideiinlxing cadi oi the color ot hnghtne^ ivuikei icgtoiu ha* mg no overlap between 
She toioi maiket remon and the bt tightness maiMJi ronton as < market romon 



( sbudgemcm of the description) 

Wnh leieienee to htg 1(b) an image supplied I'oim an mage input means 21 is once 
^toted on a it!Oiioi\ 24 and then quantized b\ t colot quantization nicin-> 2^ and converted to 
1 1S\ tolot imaeedata b\ a colot space comets ton means 2<-> Then pixel values near a 
maximum lex oi or a minimum lexel withm the mure ate flattened b> a motphol^'fcal filtet 
2" uluch functions to lotm unsfoim btmhtnev ate.u in the tmaee without fosum edaes 
Next adjacent ptxeib hax uva the Mine quantised cuioi \alue ate combined into a region and 
■ f the number of pi ■•el, in the temon exceeds j piedetermioed onmbet the i eg ion is 
detctmmed to be a colm matkei teuton hi a like mannei, adjacent pixels has trig the =>ame 
hi tannics * value ate combined mto a teuton and, u the numbet of pixels in the region exceeds 
a pi edeiei mined numbet the legion is detei aimed to be a biighmeis masher legion I tnallx, 
a- shown m I ie, \ a color maikct icgion \H ink) having no ox erlap w ith am ol brightness 
suaike' regions a hnghmcss matker region MCni,ki immg no oxulap with anx ol colot 
markei te^iom and teutons ol ovetlap between a colot mail et teuton M t >{k) and a 
brightness market region MC >(M aie iespv.eine!v deutmmed to be maiket legions 



(paragraph 0028} 



When the atxue ptocevs has bt-ai completed (ot «. kh and e\ei\ -inuku ;egtou m the 
ijuc-uo tYcs in step S"i oft (>h .1 watershed algorithm is used {01 si! of the roaiktr jt-s."ons 
to expand iOf.']{>us mud all oi the pixels belong to some maiker ie«ions (Step off M 
in this regmd a lormula Nrmdaut} </x{bughtiies$ diffetente) t i-ai'to'lot dilieience! is 
used for calculating a distance between a pixel and a matUr k^-joo adiacuit to the pixel 
Nameh. a bnduiK"-? diligence and a color dufctence ate both used for cicieinimmj.* 
sim)laut\ between the pixel and the market region adjacent to the ptxe! 
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